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Discover the Joy
of Shabbos

Blessing the Palace
By Rebbetzin Shira Smiles (Shiur E9)

What is the significance of having the house ready for Shabbos?

The Angels

The Gemara teaches:
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Two ministering angels escort a person

If one were going to host a 1171 %173, we would
get a glimpse of what anticipation means. No
stone of preparation would be left unturned and
the freshly bathed children waiting at the
window would attest to the spirit of excitement
that filled the house. That image gives us a sense
of the spirit with which we are meant to
welcome and anticipate the wmp naw.

(Surely, the table would be covered and

home from Shul on Friday night. One is The ange|s set. Indeed, all the ta_bles in thfe house
good, the other bad. When one enters one's bring the WO“'O_' be adorned with a special )

home and finds candles lit, the table set and . covering that announces the special

the bed made, the good angel declares, 772w INto honor of hosting the precious guest.
"May it be His will that it should be so for your home Indeed, the 37 is for the dining room
another Shabbos.' The bad angel is with them. table to be covered at all times, even the

compelled to respond Omein. The opposite
happens if those are not found in the home.

Why do we need more than the food?

We are left wondering why, so long as there is
food for the Seudah, does the rest of the home,
the beds, the table, and the candles make such a
difference? Surely, we can take care of those as
we go along.

2w 1325

Rav Moshe Meir Bernstein, in his 21x n*%on 100,
points out that the issue at hand is naw 7125. The
angels see whether the home reflects a desire
for, an appreciation of, and an anticipation of the
coming naw as a distinguished guest.
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top tablecloth is being replaced for
cleaning or when nobody is eating there.)

The angels bring the j77oe

The 171 snp>n says that the angels do not simply
come and check if the home is ready for
Shabbos; they bring the nraw into the home with
them. And so, at issue in our preparation is the
degree to which we hold the nr>w to be
precious. The anticipation of naw is a spiritual
pulse check.

You are leaving home on the sz transport

The ov%w ma°n: (the previous Slonimer Rebbe
brer) compared the arrival of wmp naw to a ride
which transports us out of our homes and into a
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different dimension. We are transported %15°23
into the 7%» Yw 1%>’n — into the King's palace. We
will be spending wmp naw in the courtyard of the
King. There are many implications to that idea.

It is the King's meal
The Gemara teaches:
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Hashem says to Klal Yisroel, 'my children, take loans
and sanctify the »zz and trust in Me that | will repay
(the loans).

One of the implications of our being transported
to the courtyard of the King is that the festive
meal is sponsored by the King. Those who eat
the nmvo for the sake of the wmp naw can be
assured that the expense will be borne by the
Court.

What we touch

Another implication of the idea that we are
being transported to the palace has to do with
what we do and what we touch. When we or our
children are guests, we do not touch the
ornaments or take anything from the pantry
without permission; we keep our hands to
ourselves. Hence, the Halachos of nxpin (as well
as the miaxbn in general) take on a new meaning.
In the palace we do not just do whatever occurs
to us or touch whatever happens to be at hand.

It is reported that great 1o >%va could be seen
with their hands shaking as the sun set on
Friday. They were focused on what they were
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going to touch and what they were going to
avoid touching and the concern made its way to
their nervous system — their hands spoke to their
developed aonw nx7e.

The z9x5» look for the nyma

We are taught that there were qualities which
characterized the tents of the mnnx (571
specifically describe them regarding »nx 7w
and 1rnx npaa see »w1 on (10,775 Mwr3):
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and those are the qualities which the o»ax%» are
checking for in our homes. The no>ya n1en 7592
is the set table, the w”y% w7yn p197 71 is the lit
candle and the mwp 1 is the reference to the
presence of the nrow, a function of n»a mbw, the
harmony between husband and wife which
brings the nwow, which the 'made beds'
represent.

When the ooox%n» see the qualities of the mnnx
they give a Brocha that this should be a
preamble to the nanx naw which does not only
mean next week, but the eternal naw of xan a%w.
It is a blessing that this family should experience
the ultimate naw. As we know, naw 29va mvw °n
nawa Pox° — anticipating the arrival of the nrow
here is a signal that one has a relationship with
eternity

Takeaway: I will try to focus on my relationship with Hashem as I anticipate the arrival of the szr.
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