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The Haftorah- Its History and Holiness
By Rav Paysach Krohn shlita (Shiur E18)

What do you think you know about the Haftarah?

The origin of the word ;7957

The onamax teaches that the word mavsn derives
from the expression taught in the Gemara® px
TmIP°BR NoDT INX 1PN, Whereby we learn that
nothing else can conclude the mmyo of nos %%
after eating the noo 127p. The word 7von refers
to a conclusion or finish. Hence, the word f9von
refers to the portion of x>21 which we read at the
conclusion of nnw or of amna nx»p. It is then
correct to refer to it as the Haftarah,
not, as is commonly said, the
Haftorah. Likely, since we just read
Krias HaTorah, we started referring to
the mwon as the Haftorah in a
rhyming sort of way.

The history of the 7o

The ommax dates the origin of the
reading of the nmwon to the “w ma
period when the Assyrian Greeks
(Antiochus) did their utmost to uproot the Torah
from Sxaw 595 (as we say in oooan by that they
rose up Jn1in orrawn®).2 The punishment for
reading Torah in public was terribly severe and
the Torah would be burnt 5.

It seems, however, that they did not object to the
Mussar messages of the a>x>a1 which, in their
view, did not imply living a Halachic lifestyle.
Taking advantage of that 'loophole’ 571n

!:vp oonon

Agudath Israel

of America
TPrDRA TN TN

He had passed
the test that was
placed before
him by putting
the feelings of
another Jew
before his own.

identified a word, phrase or theme in the x°21
which referred to the reading that was meant to
take place that Shabbos and instituted its reading
instead of the mmnm nxp.

Among many other teachings in his wonderful
work, Kol Dodi on the Haftaros, Rav Dovid
Feinstein %~x1 points out the connection between
each mwoi and its associated nwao.

Twenty-one o509

Because the mipn was to serve as a
substitute for the m1nn nx™p, the
minimum number of o°p1os to be read
is 21. This is another reminder of the
seven Aliyos which each have a
minimum of three a0 when
reading from the Torah.

Why not from z22n5?

The mpn was to read from the o>x-a,
not from the o>ana. The themes and wording of
the o»x»21 lend themselves to align more closely
with the words and themes of the n»was then do
the ov2no.

A disagreement

The w1a% takes issue with the assumptions of the
ommax and says that there is no way that
Antiochus would be more easy-going with x»21
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than with nmin. He asserts that the mipn was
earlier and that %71n wanted us to hear [0, ™23
from the o>x>21 each week.

The tunes (Trop)

The x»21is read in a different tune to that of the
mnn nxp per all ooamn. The ov7°on 900 asserts
that the difference between nmin and o>x»21is a
pon nwn 7377 (as is the difference between
those and the tune for o>21n5). This is alluded to
in v v> mpw where we read that Moshe spoke
and Hashem responded %p2, meaning not only
with a 'voice' but with a tune.?

Keeping the /7320 with exceptions

Per the omamax, the mipn of reading from the x»23
was kept even after Hashem defeated the army
of Antiochus. »71n wanted to ensure, however,
that people not place the mmwon on an even
footing with 7minm nx»p and so they put some
guidelines in place that would maintain the
difference.

First, they declared that a person cannot be
called to only read from the x>21. The one who
will read from the x>23 must first read at least
three o>p1oo from the 7110 (known as the ~vsn).

Next, 57tn permitted the x»21 to be read from
paper (a wm»in or 771n) and not only from 7%p as is
the case with n.

Further, %71 permitted a jvp to be called for
Tvvon and reading the mwon.
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Additionally, the 91y n%w, based on the
Gemara* mentions that since (or perhaps to
indicate that) 1>von is on a lesser level of
significance than nminn nx»p, they gave priority
to the 2°vom Hva to lead nown to ‘compensate’ for
the lesser 7125 associated with reading from the
x>21 and not from the nmin. Indeed, many o>ron
do not even have the 1>von Yya read the x>2
aloud but he recites the m>12 before and after
and the m2vx reads the x°21 to themselves.

When we read two »re9o

When two nvwap are read on one Shabbos, we
read the mwvsn of the second. An exception to
this rule is when o'witp-nx are read together.
We then read the mvon of »inx since the mwvon
for owrp (5 2xp1m) is a harsh description of the
n117ay of Yxw» %95 and we avoid it when we can.

R' Dovid Feinsten %~x1 points out that when
owip is read alone the mvon is read as it is
uniquely suited to the nwns. It speaks about
laxity in ax 725, naw, the treatment of o=,
bribery and 71 7may, all themes that are echoed
in the mwmo.

Reading the whole Sefer

On two occasions we read an entire x>21 70v, the
one being 11> 7°von on 7371 and the second in
the mwvon of nbw» nwao when we read the one-
chapter book of »721v. The story of the meeting
and parting of apy> and ywy feature prominently
in both. When they part, the nmn tells us® that
2py> bids wy farewell until they meet nvyw, a
reference to 9°yw 177, the portion of ywy. The x>2:
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n~121w refers to this future meeting with the
well-known pios (x3) telling us of the great day
when:
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Rav Yisrael Belsky %7zt speaks about the Mussar
given to Hxaw 995 in the three weeks leading up
to axa 'v. The first of these three, called the ‘a
xnuymp1, begins with the word »121, the second
with the word 1y»w and the third with the word
mn. Rav Belsky %~x1 asserts that these are the
three components of the arn nxaw for which we
suffer our mva. There is someone who says
something negative (>a7), there is someone who
hears something unflattering (ww»w) and there is
one who sees something negative (y1m).°6

The seven weeks of n1won that build up from v
axa to mwn wxa are called the xnnm7 vaw and
they help us climb the ladder from the exiled
sovereignty of Hashem (xm%aa xnrow) up to
celebrating the /7 n15%» on 7.

Changes to the routine

There were communities where the mvsn gave
way to other occasions. One such change was
when the community lost an 571 %173 o7x. On the
following Shabbos they would read x2:7 x Hx1sw
instead of the regular x>a1 which announces that
bxIwen 7125 7% (the grieving of jmom *%y's
daughter-in-law when jm577 %y was 7ve1 and the
wmpn ax was taken captive). This parallels the
loss of an %173 oIx.

& My thanks to my son, R' Avrohom for citing this
teaching from R' Belsky %7xr
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Indeed, on the week that the o~am1 passed away
there were communities that read the opening of
ywi apo, where we find the words n» »7ay nwn,
an appropriate reference to the great a7amv, as
well.

Today an important /725y

There appears to have been a shift over the
generations whereby ~vsn» which was a 'lesser’
Aliyah and was even given ‘compensation’ is
now viewed as a significant honor, perhaps even
more so than a 'regular’ Aliyah reading from the
Torah. It is given to a mx» 13, to a Chosson, a
Yabhrzeit, etc.

A story about an j9wss’

A couple from mav did whatever they could to
be blessed with offspring but to no avail. His
friends from the Kollel where he learned were
already marking their sons' Bar Mitzvah's and
they were still childless. Someone suggested that
he go to receive the Brocha of the Norelna
Rebbe in Bnei Brak, who was known as a great
Tzadik and nom Yva.

He went and poured his heart out to the Rebbe.
With compassion the Rebbe asked him where he
would be for Rosh Hashana. He responded that
he would be, like all other years, with his Kollel
in mav. The Rebbe suggested that he come to
join him in Bnei Brak. After all, we read that
1mx 71w was miraculously granted a child and
then we read the mmwvoi wherein man was granted
the miraculous gift of her child, xmw. As the
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Rebbe put it, 'great things can happen' from this
reading from the x-21.

After consulting with his wife, they decided to
leave the 'Litvish' surroundings and spend 79
with the Rebbe. He did not know what the
Aliyah might cost him, but he would stop at
nothing to try to be blessed with a child.

After davening on the first night of 771 he stood
aside while the o>1on made their way to the
Rebbe to give and receive Brochos for the
coming year. To his surprise, another man who
was not a 'local’ to the Chasidus also stood by
and waited while the a>7°on engaged with the
Rebbe, waiting to greet the Rebbe.

They greeted one another and he was shocked to
learn that this fellow was also childless and had
also come to benefit from the blessing of reading
the mvon, also per the recommendation of the
Rebbe. Had the Rebbe forgotten that he had
already invited him to come for that mivsn?
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He did not say anything, but he also did not
sleep that night, tossing and turning in empathic
agony over the other fellow whose heart was set,
as was his, on getting ~von the next day. By the
morning he had made up his mind. He would not
take this away from the other fellow and crush
his hopes. He found somewhere else to daven
that morning and let the other fellow get 1>von
by the Rebbe.

That year they were blessed with a daughter.

The Rebbe had indeed said that 'great things can
happen from this reading' and indeed a great
thing came from it. He had not said that he
would be called for the Maftir; he said that great
things can come from this reading.

Apparently, he had passed the test that was
placed before him by putting the feelings of
another Jew before his own, and Heaven put his
feelings ahead of the many obstacles in their
way to having offspring.

Takeaway: | will try to pay attention to the yom» being taught in the ;79vs;7.
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